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     DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TAXICAB COMMISSION

                    + + + + +

         REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING AND
                 PUBLIC HEARING

                    + + + + +

                   WEDNESDAY,
                 APRIL 11, 2007

                    + + + + +

      The Commission convened at 10:00 a.m.,
in the District of Columbia Taxicab Commission
Hearing Room, 2041 Martin Luther King Jr.
Avenue, S.E., Suite 204, Washington, D.C.,
Doreen E. Thompson, Interim Chairperson,
presiding.
PRESENT:
      DOREEN E. THOMPSON, Interim Chairperson
      A. CORNELIUS BAKER, Commissioner
      WILLIAM HENRY CARTER IV, Commissioner
      INDER RAJ PAHWA, Commissioner
      STANLEY W. TAPSCOTT, Commissioner
      THERESA N. TRAVIS, Commissioner
STAFF PRESENT:
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              P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

(10:04 a.m.)

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

It's good to see everyone here this morning. 

We're going to start off with, I guess you

might call it housekeeping, starting with just

introducing ourselves on the Commission for

those who haven't attended a meeting before

since there are some new faces here.

            I'm Doreen Thompson.  Those who've

been here a while, I was the general counsel. 

Started here in June last year, and I'm now

the Interim Chair.

            Starting to my far right for the

commissioners to introduce themselves and say

what panels they serve on.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  I'm

Commissioner Travis, Theresa Travis, and I am

a public member, and I serve on the rates and

rules panel.

            COMMISSIONER PAHWA:  Commissioner

Pahwa, industry, rates and routes panel.
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            COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Commissioner

Carter, industry and regulatory concerns.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Marceline

Alexander, interim general counsel.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Stanley

Tapscott, industry.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Tapscott is on our consumer and industry

concerns panel and is consumer industry

concerns.

            We normally start the meeting off

with a moment of silence, and in particular,

we need to remember one of our cab drivers who

was involved in a -- you might recall that

accident several weeks back where several

people died in a truck, I think it was, that

ran into this taxicab.

            I meant to #- bringing his name

in, but just for this moment if we could just

think about him and his health and recovery, 

I'd appreciate it.

            Thank you so much.
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Was that

driver a D.C. driver or a Maryland driver?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

D.C. driver.  He's of South Asian descent,

born in India.  I have his name in my office,

John.  I've just forgotten his last name, and

he's at the Washington Hospital Center.

            Our next order of business is --

and by the way, before we actually go into the

next -- I hope everyone has a copy of our

agenda.  One of the concerns that tends to

come up at these meetings is the ability of

the public to participate as the meeting goes

along.

            For those who've attended past

meetings, we try to get your participation as

much as possible on issues that arise even

though this agenda has a certain order, this

is the order that's dictated by our

rulemaking.

            So, there may be instances where

something shows up on the agenda but I will
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skip over it.  But this is the order that's in

our rules, but we try to be flexible and try

to get any comments from the public as close

as possible to the issues that are being

discussed.

            It's just helpful to us

particularly because we have to do minutes and

record.  I would also ask that -- another

order of housekeeping is, when you do have

comments you recognize -- please come to the

front and state your name.

            There is usually a list, maybe we

should get one out, for you to sign your name

so that our transcriber will actually be able

to spell your name correctly and keep a record

of it.  So, we're going to have that in place.

            One second until Marceline gets

something for you to sign when you do speak

and remember to come to the front.  So, we'll

hold for just a second until she returns.

            Is it a little warm in here?  Yes. 

Maybe we can keep the -- Mark, if you don't
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mind, maybe open that door and see what we can

-- thank you.

            Is that the February one?

            MS. ALEXANDER:  It's February.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  We

can -- okay.  As usual, before we get started

doing business, we do determine whether we

have a quorum as required by our regulations. 

Our general counsel will, in fact, poll our

commissioners to ensure that we do.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Commissioner

Allen?  Commissioner Allen is not present. 

Commissioner Baker?  Commissioner Baker's not

present.  Commissioner Carter?

            COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Here.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Commissioner

Tapscott?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Here.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Commissioner

Heinemann?  Commissioner Heinemann is not

here.  Commissioner Pahwa?

            COMMISSIONER PAHWA:  Here.
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            MS. ALEXANDER:  Commissioner

Travis?

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Here.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The Interim Chair,

Ms. Thompson?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Present.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  We have an

appropriate number of commissioners at today's

meeting and we have a quorum.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  Our next order of business is

communications from the chairperson, other

governmental agencies, and the public.

            This is where I'd like to just not

follow the agenda for a minute and go to our

items that require us to vote on those items

just to ensure that we get the official

business taken care of.  So, bear with me a

little bit.

            Items requiring votes are -- there

are three items.  I'm now at the reports from
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the following, and from our general counsel we

have -- we're back one or two meetings in

terms of our minutes, so, I'm going to turn to

you, Marceline.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Thank you.  All of

the commissioners should have copies of the

February full commission meeting minutes, and

the first question is are there any

modifications to those minutes?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I have one

question.  In my conversations -- maybe I'm

reading it wrong -- it says that he cited, as

an example, different fares would receive the

meters were in place for travel.  Oh --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Tapscott, could you move that mic over or

something?  We're not hearing you.  I'm sorry. 

That form is when you come up to speak.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  It says

while he understands that -- 

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

What page is it on?
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  On Page 3

under my comments.  While he understands that

important part of the study is to come up with

a fare structure where a driver will not lose

money.  Did I say not lose money or I think

they will lose money?

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The next statement

at the comma after that says you believe that

they will lose money.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Okay.  All

right.  I'm satisfied with that.  Thank you. 

Should I make a motion to accept the minutes?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes, please.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I make a

motion the minutes be adopted as presented.

            COMMISSIONER PAHWA:  I second

that.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The minutes are

approved.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  All

in favor at this time #
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            (A chorus of ayes)

            MS. ALEXANDER:   The next item on

the agenda is approval of the final rulemaking

of 31 DCMR, Section 111.3, which changes the

requirements and provides that a majority of

commissioners in office can approve certain

ceremonial actions.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  For

those who weren't here, this is essentially --

a lot of our rules specifically said how many

commissioners need to vote on items, and as

you may know, we have a nine-member

commission.

            What has happened over the years,

let's say it says seven members and there are

only eight commissioners in office, it

presented issues and so what the Commission is

basically saying is we are modifying the

regulations to require that a majority of the

commissioners in office are able to make these

decisions.

            The ceremonial actions that are
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being considered are things such as, if the

Commission wanted to recognize a taxi driver

or a commissioner, that's what the ceremonial

action actually means.

            At this point, I just want to

introduce everyone to the fact that

Commissioner Baker has arrived.  He indicated

that he would be a few minutes late and -- I'm

sorry.

            Thank you.  So, at last month's

meeting, we actually had a public hearing on

Rule 113, and our process is that we have to

publish it as proposed rulemaking.  We have to

have a public hearing on it and then the

Commission makes a decision as to whether it

should go to final rulemaking.

            So that's what we're doing here

today.  We're process-overburdened and it

seems like a slow, detailed process, but

that's how our regulations require us to

operate.

            So, what we are going to do at
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this point is take a vote and the general

counsel's going to move to make a -- go ahead

please.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  At this point, I

move to make a motion for someone to move to

approve the proposed rulemaking.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

final rulemaking.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The final

rulemaking, sorry.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I make a

motion that we approve the final rulemaking on

ceremonial actions.

            COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Second with

the proviso that the rulemaking be -- that the

policy and program be read into the record for

the benefit of all.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  Okay.  I'll do

that.

            COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The provision of

31 DCMR Chapter 1, Subsection 111.3, Policy
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and Programs provides "whenever the Commission

is requested to take ceremonial action and the

chairperson determines that a regular or

special meeting of the Commission is not

feasible, the chairperson shall endeavor to

poll all of the commissioners and upon

approval of the proposed ceremonial action by

a majority, including the chairperson of the

commissioners in office, the chairperson may

take the action in the name of the

commission."

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  We

need to vote on this.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  All those in

favor?

            (A chorus of ayes)

            MS. ALEXANDER:  It appears to be

unanimous approval of the final rulemaking.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

next order of business is approval of new

companies, and normally we have someone from

our of Office of Taxicabs, Linda Roberts,
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who's usually here today, so our general

counsel will also have to walk us through this

process.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  The following new

companies submitted applications and were

approved by the D.C. Office of Taxicabs to

operate as a taxi company.  These companies

are Metropolitan Cab Company, Trust Cab

Company, Unity Cab Company, Prince Cab

Company, Lion Cab Company, and Prime Cab

Company.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Do

the commissioners have any questions?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  The only

question is, are there twenty cars on hand or

is any of them short on cars?

            MS. ALEXANDER:  I did speak with

Ms. Roberts this morning prior to today's

hearing, and she indicated to me that she had

an opportunity to review all the applications. 

She was able to confirm that each of the

companies has an address, a physical address,
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in the District of Columbia.

            She's actually visited those

locations to determine that they're in the

District of Columbia.  She has obtained copies

of their Certificates of Occupancy.  She's

seen their leases for those locations.

            Each company has a working

telephone number at those office locations,

and she was able to confirm that each company

has 20 vehicles registered with those

companies, and she checked with the insurance

companies to ensure that this was accurate.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I make the

motion to adopt the measure.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  Second.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  May I ask

question?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes, please.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Were the

colors presented to the commissioner, because

there's been so much talk about so many
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companies, the colors being so similar to

companies that are already out there that they

are hardly able to make any distinction

between the colors?

            Have the commissioners had a

chance to look at those colors to --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  My understanding is that two

commissioners -- Mr. Tapscott assisted, and I

think Mr. Pahwa happened to be here for a

meeting and also took a look at the colors,

and they can correct me if I have something

wrong.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  We need a motion

on the floor to approve these companies.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

we had one.  You want to have it again?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  And a

second.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  And

second.  We need a vote.  All in favor?

            (A chorus of ayes)
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT: 

Ms. Chairman?  You know although I would

approve these companies, what can we do to

limit the number of companies coming in?  I

think we've just about ran out of colors for

companies, although none of these companies

are bringing in any new drivers or anything.

            They're forming companies from

other companies, so we're not putting any more

cabs on the street, per se, but to find

colors, we've just about eliminated our use of

colors.

            Would it be improper or would it

be proper if I make a motion that we do not

authorize any more new companies?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  My

concern would be the legality of that.  In

order for us to say we shut down any new cab

companies, we would -- there's nothing in our

regulations or law that provides that we have

the ability to do so.

            At the same time, Mr. Tapscott's

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

103

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
104

105
106
107
108



19

point that at some point you start -- you end

up with colors -- there are only so many

colors that exist.  So, it's a practical

consideration.

            I would like for us to -- general

counsel and myself to take a look to see what

we would need to do to, in fact, make such --

maybe we could even ask our Office of the

Attorney General, but I would think that there

would have to be some finding.

            There would probably have to be

some attempt to change some legislation.  It's

a change borne of practicality.  At some

point, if we've got to make those kind of

distinctions, short of saying that the cab has

to be plaid or striped or something to draw

some distinctions, we are running into some

issues, but we do need to look at the legal

implications of saying we will not accept any

new companies in the District.

            So, I'd like to take a further

look at that, if you don't mind, Mr. Tapscott.
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Can we, at

this point, put a moratorium on it until we

look further?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Again, I think a moratorium is pretty much the

same situation as stopping it.  We have a

meeting at the end of the month.  We do a

working session, and I did share with you our

draft agenda, schedule of meetings, and so

we'd like to take a look and discuss it.

            Obviously, we do not make any

decisions at our working sessions that we

have.  So, if you could bear with me a little

bit on this, I'd appreciate it.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  In the

past, we did have a moratorium on 89 cabs

until the last -- we didn't issue no companies

for a long time.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  On

89 companies?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Right.  We

had 89 companies, and in the last year all
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these other companies have come in.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

understand.  I'd like to make sure that we are

on sound footing, so I'd like to do a little

bit more research into this, if you don't

mind.  If you could bear with us till the end

of the month.

            Any other concerns, commissioners? 

Okay.  I'm going to sort of go back up to the

top of our agenda.  We've gotten the formal

business, I think, out of the way so that if

any commissioners have some time issues that

they need to deal with, we've gotten that

taken care of.

            The order usually is that, of

course, the interim chairperson makes some

announcements at this point.  I'd like to

share with you -- I talked about the schedule

of monthly meetings that the Commission has.

            We have gone back to having panel

meetings, and I just wanted to make sure

everybody's aware of that, that the panels do
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meet.  They are public meetings.  You can

attend the meetings.  As you know, the

Commission does not make decisions that are

not done in a public forum.

            So, we do meet here.  It's listed

on the agenda.  If you're interested in

attending just get that on your calendar.

            We also have -- I want to talk a

little bit about our budget hearing.  We had

a budget hearing for those who attended.  This

was our fiscal year 2008 budget oversight

hearing, and there are a number of issues that

I stressed in that budget hearing, one of

which I think, Mr. Bugg, at the last meeting

you my have talked about, which is an

assessment of the industry.

            The industry has changed so much

that, at some point, as a regulator, you're

making policy and there are just a lot of

changes, some of which Mr. Tapscott's

highlighting; the number of companies that we

have here, how can we in essence make sensible
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decisions as a commission when in essence we

are not fully aware of what's going on out

here.

            We know there have been impacts on

the industry because we have not had the test

up and running for two years, which has

probably led to a lot of drivers who are

illegal, the impact of the DMV legislation

that limits non-resident vehicles, meaning

that new vehicles cannot be registered.

            What is the impact of that, again,

on the industry?  So, we want to look at a

number of these changes that have taken place.

            One of the things I found digging

around was that in 1994 there was a fairly

extensive study done of the taxicab industry. 

Interestingly, you read it and a lot of the

things are still applicable today.

            So, we would like to get something

like that done soon.  We have some hard

decisions ahead of us, one of which is, as you

are aware, the federal legislation that's
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requiring the District to go to meters unless

the Mayor opts out.

            You said unequivocally that you'd

like the Commission to make a recommendation

to the Mayor one way or the other as to

meters, and so we would like data, as well, so

we're going to try to get something going as

quickly as possible.

            For those who are -- I may be

veering a little bit into the panel meetings

a little bit, as well.  For those who have

questions of what happened to the taxi zone

map that was recommended by the Mayor and the

Department of Transportation, the commission,

it's still with our panel on rates and rules.

            As you know, our taxi zone map is

an official rulemaking, and the commissioners

had a number of concerns.  I'd like to

characterize them as relatively minor

concerns.  I think the Commission was

impressed with the map, the orientation of the

map, but we're concerned that -- I'm sorry.
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            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  No, you just

made a statement that the commissioners were

impressed with the map, and that's not a fair

statement to make because we were not that

impressed with the map.  I wasn't --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Well, some commissioners were.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Right, and I

prefer that you say that.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Some commissioners weren't impressed with the

map.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Yes.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

certainly was.  The map actually -- to the

extent -- it's oriented in a north/south

direction, and I think with -- the concerns

were to ensure that the zone outlines were

clearer, that streets which appear to pop up

on the map were not confused with the zone

boundaries, so they need to be recessed.

            There are some additional concerns
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with the map, but we're working on those at

this point.

            I also would like to talk a little

bit about handicap-accessible policy.  As you

may notice today, I placed on the chair two

documents which came from the Easter Seals and

are a requirement that we need to comply with

ADA, and you know there are lots of concerns

from the handicap community that because we do

not have certain vehicles, that we, in fact,

need to make some decisions about the policy

we have here in terms of a handicap person

accessing vehicles from surrounding

jurisdictions.

            For those who attended the

hearing, Mr. Graham was sort of recommending

why do we stay involved in that process?  I

don't know if you're aware that what happens

is the handicap person calls here to the

office and we make the arrangement with the

cab in Virginia or Maryland, and one of his

points was, why not just let the people, since
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we don't have the vehicles here.

            So, I mentioned to him that I'll

discuss this with the Commission as to just

leaving that process alone, but ensuring that

you're aware that as far as collapsible

wheelchairs are concerned you are required to

carry those passengers.

            That's what these documents are

pretty much outlining, the ones you have here

today.  So, we promised the community that we

would do an outreach, an educational effort in

terms of our drivers.

            We've gotten all these materials

and we will get them to the taxicab companies,

and if you've got any recommendations -- maybe

we can open that door, as well.  Looks like

we're going to burn up in here today.  It may

make our meeting shorter.

            The third recommendation is that

we are going to put together a task force of

people in the industry, people in the handicap

community, and talk about the future of
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handicap-accessible vehicles in the District

and what can be done about that.

            I would also bring your attention

to two other things that are on that schedule,

as well.  We have a hearing on May 18 on the

legislation that Council Member Graham has

introduced on getting approval for non-

resident taxi vehicles, and so I've got it on

that schedule, as well.

            We also wanted to share with you

that there is a regional taxicab

administrators' group.  These are the people

who make these decisions.  You'll see vehicles

they'll say WMATC.  That's the name of the

organization.

            They are also the people who set

your rates, and I believe you may be one of

the only people they set rates for.  They set

your rates for inter-jurisdictional fares, and

so our group, WMATC, is a member in all the

surrounding jurisdictions and one of the

things we're looking at is, there is a
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reciprocity agreement that, again, needs to be

updated.

            We're pretty focused on it in

terms of the impacts on our drivers, so I just

wanted to share that with you that the meeting

takes place monthly -- I'm sorry, bimonthly,

every other month, at COG.  Again, it's a

public meeting and you're welcome to attend

the meeting, as well.

            I think that's pretty much all the

announcements I have.  I'm going to turn to

the cCommissioners at this point if they've

got any announcements or any statements they'd

like to make.  Mr. Tapscott?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Yes, I'd

like to piggyback on Ms. --

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Excuse me,

Commissioner Tapscott, could you speak up a

little, please?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Yes.  I'd

like to piggyback on what you said.  I wasn't

impressed with the map and never been
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impressed with the map, so I'd like to clear

that statement.

            But, on the meter study, it has

been told all along that we would have public

meetings on the meter study.  So far we've not

been able to, as far as I'm concerned,

introduce the meter study to the public.

            When are we going to have meetings

with the public on this meter study and have

their input into it?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Well, I would think, Mr. Tapscott, since you

attended the last meeting where we were asking

our GW to, in fact, consider -- let me back

up.

            For those who aren't familiar with

this meter study, at some point in the past,

my predecessor got GW University, some

graduate students, to look at -- to compare

the rates that we currently have, our fares

for zone with a meter.

            A number of taxi drivers were
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selected and they ran these meters while they

were charging the zone fare rates.  Then GW

took that material and pretty much summarized

it, captured it, placed it in graphs, and

there were some assumptions underlying that

study.

            For example, I think the first,

and, Commissioner Carter, you can help me on

this, I think it was the first -- what do you

call that first fee when you step into the

vehicle?

            COMMISSIONER CARTER:  The drop.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

drop.  So they played around.  Let's say they

started with $2.50 as a drop rate, then they

started with $3.00 as a drop rate because the

concern was, let's look to see how it impacts

our taxi drivers if we actually had a meter in

a vehicle.

            The study had, like I said, a

number of different drop rates, a number of

different options in terms of, I guess, one-
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sixth of a mile, one-fourth of a mile, or

whatever after that.

            Some of the Commissioners had

concerns about the study and asked a number of

questions, or may even -- historically there

are some questions, what if you made the drop

rate $3, if you made the drop rate $3.25,

because the concern was if we went to meters,

we want to ensure that our drivers aren't

losing money.  That seemed to be the gist of

this study.

            This study, we met most recently

with, as I mentioned, GW students, and they're

grad students and they're about to graduate,

so at some point the Commission has got to get

its responses, evaluate it, and put together,

accept this report.

            I would think it's at that point

after we've gotten all our comments back to

the people that we would, in fact, then make

it public to people for their comments, and I

think that was the understanding.  If other
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commissioners would like to speak on this,

please do so.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Yes, one of

the other things, it was also, not just the

effect upon the drivers, but also the impact

upon the residents, the passengers, and the

city.

            The other thing it did was flawed

because it was based on a 15-mile radius of

Washington, D.C., which was not true, which

would give some inaccurate figures.  That was

another problem with that study.

            When you were stating about the

congressional bill that might possibly force

us into the meters unless the Mayor opts out,

you said that you needed to do a study so we

could make our recommendations, and this is

what this study was supposed to be about, so

we could have something possibly to use in our

recommendation, but at the same time, as

Mr. Tapscott said, we had said that we would

be doing some probably townhouse (sic)
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meetings in the evenings to present both sides

of the zone fare calculator and the meter

because you don't want to use the word -- you

can't use the word meter when it comes to the

zone calculator, but it is a source of a

meter.

            It tells people what their fare is

going to be based on the number of zones, so

originally, the whole concept was that people,

tourists particularly, don't understand our

zone system, so they didn't know whether or

not they were being overcharged.

            So, the primary purpose when we

first started out was to make sure that people

understood that they were not being

overcharged or could not be overcharged.

            So, I think we certainly do need,

if we can talk about this, the meter system,

and we've got to get something to the Mayor. 

We do need to put it out to the public so they

would know that there was two types of

calculations in determining what the fares are
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in the city.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you, Ms. Travis.  Any other comments?

            COMMISSIONER PAHWA:  Also, most of

the studies were done in the downtown area,

not in Ward 8 or Ward 7 areas.  We mentioned

that in the study.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Any

other comments?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I'd have

some more comments.  On the meter study, the

Commission had nothing involved in this meter

study.  This was done by the chairman solely. 

He picked the people that he wanted to do this

study or they volunteered, however it was

picked.

            I have a real problem with him

picking GW to do it with, and he paid the

people, what I understand, to do it, so that

to me may be a little tainted that by him

controlling it all himself and paying the

people for doing it, I don't know whether
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it'll be fair to the drivers in the community

from this study or not.

            I think we need to think about it,

and I still think that the drivers, the

companies, and the public need to be involved

in this meter, and we're, as of today, which

is April, we have not presented to the public

yet.

            We know that this bill that the

President signed where the Mayor may opt out

in that is in October, which we have -- our

time is running out on us, and the public

don't know anything about it.

            So, I really think we need to get

involved, get the public involved real quick

if we're going to make a recommendation to the

Mayor.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

agree wholeheartedly.  One of the things came

up in -- when we met with GW -- I'm sorry. 

Just a little bit.  If you could just close it

just a little bit.  That's a little noisy.
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            One of the things that came up

when we were meeting with GW, we expressed the

concern that, of course, time is now of the

essence for us because we do have to make this

recommendation soon.

            But, we also discussed the fact

that in putting this report together,

Commissioners who have concerns about it, for

example, Mr. Tapscott echoed his concerns,

could actually express their concerns in

writing.

            In other words, it doesn't make a

study flawed because you have a different

opinion about it.  We want to make sure your

opinion gets reflected in the study, so if

you've got some concern, then, in essence,

when we do the report on the study it would

show up in that report.

            So, I think that was the

understanding about how we would proceed where

commissioners have their individual concerns

about the study.  It appears to me someone may
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have a question.

            Carolyn, this is on the study

itself?

            MS. ROBINSON:  Yes.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  One

second.  I'm sorry.  Please, if you don't

mind, I'm trying to keep it a little ordered.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Carolyn Robinson,

Yellow Cab 800.  GW, I think Howard and some

other people also were involved in this study. 

This wasn't the first -- sit down?  I'm

intimidating standing up?  Okay.

            In any event, there was another

study prior to this study, and I just had a

question in regards to the reason the results

of the study weren't published.  Was it

because the study didn't identify the exact

things that you wanted it to identify?

            I also agree with Ms. Travis

because I do happen to have an MDT system in

my vehicle and it's not only a lot of

controversy, but the public and the other
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companies need to be aware of the different

systems that are in existence.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

hope I understood.  My understanding of why

the study hasn't been completed is the

concerns from individual commissioners was

about this drop rate and trying to ensure the

two things, which is that the cab drivers are

not -- the income doesn't change.

            In other words, if you change the

drop rate, you, in fact, can ensure that at

least for Zone 1 at some point you're

approximating the same rates as the current

zone fare.

            So, there is no real mystery.  I

don't mean for anyone to leave here thinking

that there's some secretive manipulation. 

            What I saw is that concern, that

the drivers do not lose income and the other

concern, which I neglected to say, which

Mrs. Travis pointed out, that we don't have

scenarios, for example, where people in the
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outlying areas, the rates are so expensive

that they are, in essence, not -- and you do

have the ability to do that kind of

manipulating of the taxi meter rates.

            So, that was the attempt.  There's

no -- I think sometimes the comments here will

give the impression there's some other issue

that was really going on, and that's all I've

been able to gather from my coming in and

looking at what the discussions have been

about.

            MS. ROBINSON:  There's no hidden

agenda.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No. 

One second.  We do have a couple hands up in

the audience, as well, and if you don't mind,

I'm going to allow the Commissioners to

respond at this point.  They seem to want to

respond to something I've said, so hopefully

that's what it is.
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I just

want to correct something.  As far as I know,

there is no other group involved in this study

other than GW.  When they was first put out --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

That's inaccurate, actually.  What happened is

that GW came in and they did say that two

other universities were involved, and they

just dropped out.  They just didn't show up. 

You might remember.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I'm

talking about the study.  They didn't --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No. 

No.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  -- into

the study.  They dropped out before the study,

right?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Right, but that doesn't mean that there's some

hidden agenda in terms of --

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I didn't

say that.
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No. 

I know you're not.  I just want to clarify

that for the audience that it was -- you made

a comment that the chairperson, my

predecessor, sort of -- you didn't select GW.

            My understanding were there were

three universities and only GW continued.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  That's my

point.  GW's -- right.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

audience, if you don't mind, I'll get to you

in a minute.  I saw Commissioner Baker's hand

up and we'll get to him.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  Yes.  I think

that that's important.  I mean, I think that

there are a couple of things that are

important to say.  I mean, the Commission may

not have been satisfied with the way the study

was contracted and proceeded.

            I think that we've been very clear

that we'd like to have had a different level

of input into that process.  However, we have
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met with GW now on two or three occasions. 

We've written our comments back to GW. 

They've been highly amenable to trying to

address the issues that we've looked at,

primarily that the average income of a driver

not be effected whether we're using the

current zone rate or if we converted to a

meter rate.

            That doesn't mean individual fares

won't change.  That's what we're now trying to

balance, which is how do you have a drop rate

that's fair to people that are going -- and a

distance rate that are fair to people going

longer distances, as well as one that -- for

people who are going shorter distances isn't

as irrational as we have now.

            So, I think that we're trying to

balance those two issues and looking at what

an overall fare structure might be comparing

what we currently have with what we might

prospectively have in the future, before

releasing the report so that that doesn't
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become the hold of the conversation.

            I think the bottom line of, I

think, what Mr. Tapscott is asking though is

one, hopefully from our work session we will

be able to complete this report and have a

final document at the end of the month.

            I feel that we've agreed that we

will release that, recognizing that is an

imperfect report.  People will be able to

comment on it, both Commissioners, as well as

the public.

            I think we do need to set up a

structure that will allow public hearing.  I 

hope it will be similar to the structure that

we had last fall or last summer that will be

in the early evening so that not only drivers

can participate, but the riding public can

participate because we need to hear both sides

-- all voices.

            I think that that process worked

fairly well, and hopefully we can give a

little more notice than we did the last time
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or we could do a mixture, some in the daytime

and some in the evening, but that we get that

done, I would hope, sometime in early June or

late May.

            If we're going to do that, then we

need to have a process established fairly soon

if we're going to give everybody enough notice

and time.

            Alternately, and I raised this at

the work session that we had, we throw the

report out and we start over, but I don't

think we can go forward as a Commission,

attacking the report.

            I mean, we can make comment on it

if there's areas that we don't like, but we've

got to do one or the other.  Throw it out and

start over and come up with a new process that

we introduce to the public or we get what we

have done, but we've got to make a decision.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I'm

sorry.  I want to add something about what

appeared to happen with this federal
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legislation.  What apparently happened is

Senator Levin introduced this legislation.

            For those who have been around for

a long time, you know at some point Congress

was one of the main overseers of our zone

system.  What has happened is he -- when the

legislation was introduced, our Congresswoman

said -- cut a deal that to place the

requirement that the Mayor can opt out, and

what she said was we are conducting a meter

study.  That's the language that's there.

            So, they agreed to this provision

of opting out because the District said we are

looking to see what the impacts.  Now, I'm not

sure what was communicated to her in terms of

what that meter study was, but we are going to

have to base our decision on something,

whether the study is a new study or we use

this study added with whatever comments are

and whatever recommendation are made, but

there seems to be a recognition that we would,

in fact, be working on a study.
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            I just wanted to share that with

you.  That's the language that's --

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  Ms. Thompson,

if I can follow up.  I mean, for those of us

who've worked in government, and particularly

policy, we also know that a lot of the work

that's done on the Hill is done by staff.

            I don't think Senator Levin's

probably been in a taxicab in a long time, but

his staff have.  If you recall -- for those

who were at the hearings, we had a number of

congressional staff who came to the hearings,

and they had a lot of questions for us.

            People complained about the

meters.  People complained about other things,

and so I just want to just also have a level

practicality.  Ms. Travis brought up the fact

that residents -- this study is also about

what residents need.

            Some of the residents who

commented at our public hearings work for

powerful members of Congress.  We don't
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support the way they're using their power. 

They're using their power.

            They're using their power because

they don't feel that they're getting solutions

from us.  I just think that we just need to be

very clear about that and move forward and try

to give the public some solutions so that we

can move on beyond this.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  The public -- there are a number

of people who have been waiting to -- please

come to the front and state -- place your name

on the list.  Yes.

            MR. PORTILLO:  My name is Jose

Portillo, and I tried to get a license to

drive a cab in D.C.  I took the test a year

ago.  I'm waiting and I saw this meeting would

be to that concern to the license.

            You pick up a point that say the

driver illegality or driving in D.C., and how

can you address that issue and you know it's

going on when you have drivers that have to
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take the test and they cannot drive?

            I'm going to touch the meters. 

The meter -- I drive in an area that we use

meters.  It doesn't matter how you look at it,

meter or zone is both the same.  The downside

on meter it be for the cost, not for the

driver because when they get stuck on

Wisconsin Avenue, the customer's going to pay

a lot of money.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you for your comment.  In response to --

you made one comment that I wanted to respond

to.  You came -- even though it's not on the

meters, I just want to say that what we're

doing is we're trying to get the test back up.

            It is not an easy thing to do. 

We're going through the questions, and we hope

to be able to, shortly, tell you when exactly

it will be back up.

            This is something that was out for

two years and there seems to be a perception

that it's something that we can just actually
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just say tomorrow it's back up.

            It's actually a process.  I

understand that you probably heard this

statement before, we're trying to get it up. 

The truth is we are.  This is not just a way

to quiet the concerns.  We are.

            The concern, as you might recall,

was that the test was tainted because it was

out publicly, this is my understanding, and so

what we're doing is we are going over the

questions.

            It takes some time to do that, and

what we don't want to do is to start

announcing it'll be up this date until we kind

of get a little bit of a handle on it, and so

that's what we're doing at this point.

            Just bear with us.  We are a new

administration.  It is three months.  Now, it

may say, my God, three months you can get a

test up.  We're short-staffed here, so if we

are in budget hearings, we're not working on

this.
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            It's not like we have the staff

where we can say, "While I'm doing this,

you're doing that, and while they're doing

this, that's someone else."  It's virtually

the same people doing the same things over and

over.  So, bear with us a little bit.

            MR. PORTILLO:  Can I expect

that'll be done next year?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  Most definitely.  Most definitely.

            MR. PORTILLO:  That is the bottom

line because a lot of drivers are waiting for

driving and if they're driving illegally --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  One

second.  One second.  Let's try -- it messes

with our transcript when you talk against the

other person.

            MR. PORTILLO:  Okay.  What I'm

saying, I'm driving in Montgomery County.  I'm

paying $110 to drive when I can drive for free

in D.C., and whatever money I make, it'd be

mine.
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you for the comment.  I'm going to go

this row here for a minute.  Mr. King, please.

            MR. KING:  Yes.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Please sign in.

            MR. KING:  Ted King, District 546. 

In essence, this gentleman just told you about

the meter and the monies.  It's not for the

drivers.  That's for owners, but that's not

what I came to say.

            What I want to say is that

Mr. Tapscott has talked about that zone

meeting, and people continue to talk about

folks not knowing where the zone lines are.

            I just wanted to remind this panel

that during those community meetings when we

went out, we were supposed to be talking about

the meetings and we didn't, Mr. Price made a

very good point at one of those meetings when

he asked why some of the monies that -- the

other assessment money could not be used to
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put signs up at each zone boundary so that

people would know.

            So, therefore, you wouldn't have

to worry about people not knowing where the

zones are, nor would you have to worry about

the drivers incurring that cost to put a zone

meter in if you are going to go to a zone

meter, so that was a very good thing that

could be done.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so much.  Yes.

            MR. GOODMAN:  My name is Robert

Goodman, and I drive Independent Cab 1008, and

in following on what the gentleman said also

and during a demonstration with Mr. Tapscott,

the zone meter that he has in his car, which

is a GPS-type thing, it works.

            Now, my customers who mention

anything about meters, they say that they

would rather have meters because that way they

will know what they have to pay.  With that

GPS that Mr. Tapscott showed me, they would
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know because it reads it right there.  You can

get a receipt from the machine.

            So, like the other gentleman said,

if you get the other type of meters, it would

be for the benefit of the owners, although I'm

my own owner, but the thing of it is, if

they're talking about meters and most of the

customers are saying they want to know what

their actual fare is, that GPS that he has

tells them what their fare is.

            It tells them how many zones

they've gone, how many extras they have to

pay.  Everything.  So --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so much, Mr. Goodman.  Mr. Wright? 

Do me a favor.  If it's just where you're

affirming the next person's -- the last

person's comment, if we're going to community

hearings, it's just the same thing over again.

            So, I just want to share that with

you, that if someone has said something and

said it perfectly, unless you want to expand
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on it, it's fine.  You don't have to.  We're

not trying to get a sense at this meeting of

your thoughts on meters versus zones.

            This is not -- I just want to make

sure that I have the meeting open and let you

understand that we want to hear your comments,

but you don't really have to -- I hope I

haven't impacted what you want to say,

Mr. Wright.

            MR. WRIGHT:  Good morning.  Are we

talking about -- I wanted to -- I heard this

gentleman, the Commissioner on the end, say

apparently that you had been having

communications from the public.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No.

            MR. WRIGHT:  He said powerful

people working for Congress, they have been --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

he's talking about those community meetings. 

Remember the community meetings we had in the

fall?

            MR. WRIGHT:  That's all he's
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talking about?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.

            MR. WRIGHT:  That was nothing. 

Thank you.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  If

you don't mind, I'm going to go to the back. 

Go ahead, Mr. Price.  Okay.

            MR. PRICE:  My name is Nathan

Price.  I agree with Mr. Tapscott when he said

the study was flawed and it was biased.  I

remember when Mr. Toney first introduced it. 

He didn't reach out to say what is the best

method of having a meter study in Washington.

            What Mr. Toney did, he looked --

take one of mine.  What he did is that he

learned about this industry simply by going on

the Internet and he read mainly Blue Shallow

in New York.

            From reading about Shallow, he

assumed -- he became somewhat of an expert in

our industry.  What I found that was really
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flawed about this study was that he should've

had radio cabs, almost like maybe two to one

of the cabs that he used.

            That would've given him a better

depiction of how do we serve Ward 3, 4, 5, 7,

and 8.  That way you see how the outlying

areas -- if you're worrying about how the

people who -- in the outlying areas that are

going to be served and the things that are

being -- prices going up and the

affordability, that would've been a better way

because basically those people use radio cabs

as well as they work downtown.  So, therefore,

that would've given you a better overall

depiction.

            My last comment is for Mr. Baker. 

He made what I consider almost an incendiary

remark about the Base 1 zone fare system.  I'm

not quite sure, you're not a cab driver, but

if you know what the cab drivers go through

with the acquisition costs of the equipment,

the upkeep to get through inspection, that
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$6.50 for that Zone 1 rate is not really that

high.

            All the cabs operate downtown,

most of the traffic is downtown, so to say

that that figure is too high is almost

preposterous.  That's all I've got to say. 

Thank you.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

actually don't recall --

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  I just want

to clarify.  Actually, that's not what I said.

            MR. PRICE:  Okay.  What did you

say?

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  I mean, I

said that some fares, based on what the study

said, may be less.  That's based on the drop

rate.  I don't have an opinion on what the

drop rate should be.

            The drop rate may be $6.50, and

quite frankly, I don't actually think that

most -- I think that there's some people who

are concerned about the zones because they
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don't know what the zones are.

            I think that there are other

people from what we've heard and I understand

those public hearings and I acknowledged it,

Mr. Wright, were not the best.  They weren't

advertised as well.

            We didn't get enough people there,

but we did get some people there.  Some of the

people who came are the very same people who

work on Capitol Hill who put that legislation

through and that matters.

            So, I think -- but what I also

said was that -- and what I think that some of

the complaints are in what we've heard is that

the system, what I said, doesn't seem

rational.

            So, if you're standing at 18th and

T and you go to 18th and Belmont, that's an

$8.80 fare.

            MR. PRICE:  Yes, it is.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  But, if you

are at 17th and Connecticut or Farragut Square
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and you go to Capitol Hill, that's a $6.50

fare.  So you can go five blocks for $8.80,

but you can go 17 blocks for $6.50.  That does

not strike people as fair.

            If you walked out of the grocery

store and one person had five cases of Pepsi

at Giant and they were paying $4 for it and

you went into Safeway and you only got one

case and you had to pay $12, you would say

something's wrong, and you would not be

wanting to shop at Safeway.

            So that's what I'm saying and

that's what I think is part of what people are

saying they don't understand, and we've got to

figure out a way to fix that.

            MR. PRICE:  Let me make very short

rebuttal.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes, really, really short because I --

            MR. PRICE:  Really short.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Price, really short.
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            MR. PRICE:  Really short.  The

problem is in our industry in Washington,

unlike places where they have the meter

system, it's taking the bitter with the sweet

because they're just like people who come down

who live at 18th and Belmont, come down to

Florida Avenue or U Street and take that same

cab up to the Cannon House Office Building or

the Library of Congress.

            So, that's what it's called, and

drivers take them because that's what it's

called in our industry.  We take the bitter

with the sweet.  We run them and new jobs are

real.  Then about one out of every 50-60 jobs

you get a job like that and you say how sweet

this is.

            Other than that, you're taking a

lot of bitter jobs.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  Right.  You

know what I would just say to that because

when we're talking back to Congress about

this, because we do have to talk back to

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

361

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
362

363
364
365
366



62

Congress about this, I believe we should have

a vote from Congress.

            There are people in Congress who

say, "We get $600 million."  That's the sweet,

so you've got to take the bitter and not have

a vote.  I don't believe that that's a

rational argument.  We want what is fair.

            We want what everybody else has,

and what some of the citizens are saying, they

want every person to be charged the same

amount, no matter how thin -- whatever far you

go, that's what you pay.

            Now, I'm not saying that that's

where we have to end up, but what I am saying,

that's the argument and wherever we come out

on the argument is fine, but we can't pretend

that people don't have an argument.

            MR. PRICE:  Okay.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  We can't now

pretend that we are in a position with

Congress where we're asking them over here on

one side, because this is part of the
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political trade-off that's going on, Eleanor,

who said that we are doing this meter study,

she's also the same person saying to Congress,

"No, we don't want the bitter with the sweet. 

We want our voting rights."

            Then these people who hold that

fate in their hand are saying, "But why can't

you fix this?"  That's all I'm saying.  I'm

just trying to lay it out as it is.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so much.  The gentleman in the back

here, or Mr. Bugg, do you want to go next?

            MR. BUGG:  Me?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.

            MR. BUGG:  Good morning.  John

Bugg is my name, and I drive Washingtonian 1. 

We are saying things that I don't think we

understand.

            Somebody said, "Well, these people

want to know how much money they're going to

pay when they sit down in the cab."  Now, the
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way the expense is out there this day and

time, you cannot allow yourself to get put in

a position to say that I'm going to take less

than $6.50, I don't care what system you put

in here.

            Now, at that particular time when

you say -- let's say for argument's sake you

put meters in the cab and everybody get their

equal pay for this and that, so forth and so

on.

            If you think that these meter

people out there, Congressman Levin or whoever

these people are, if you think for one minute

that these metered drivers are not cheating

out there and bleeding people out their money,

it's something wrong.

            I mean, you just can't sit and

feel, because you put a meter in the car, that

this is real.  If I'm coming down the street

and I pick you up and you're going say from

here up to the subway right up the street, if

they have a fire between here and there and I
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have to go all the way around and bring you

all the way back, what happens?  You've got to

pay more money.

            Now, people in this town are going

to have to understand one thing.  See, I keep

hearing people referring to us as drivers.  We

wear two hats in this town.  We have to put up

the money to bring this service to the street.

            Now, once we put up that money to

bring this service to the street, we are

classified as taxicab businessmen and -women

of Washington, D.C.  Now, as far as micro-

managing is saying, "We're not going to let

you make no money," and I noticed on this

thing we got here now somebody mentioned the

gasoline allowance.  This gasoline has gone

crazy.  To say that --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Could you hold that point about the gasoline.

            MR. BUGG:  Okay.  I will.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

We're going to come to that.
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            MR. BUGG:  I want to close by

saying, before you make a decision on the

taxicab businessmen and -women of Washington,

D.C., you're gong to have to recognize first

of all that we are taxicab businessmen and -

women of Washington, D.C., and not just cab

drivers.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you, Mr. Bugg.

            MR. BUGG:  Thank you.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  I think she's trying to --

            Please sign in.

            MR. MARAMDERAN:  A few points to

make.  This study, as Mr. Tapscott said, was

a fraud.  Mr. Causton Toney was a fraud.  He

was anti-D.C. cab driver.

            Hack licenses are not a right. 

It's a privilege, and this guy doesn't have

the right to come here, waste our time saying,

"Why don't you give me my hack license?"  No. 

He can come back when we are ready to give
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you.  There are already too many cabs.

            There are at least 2,000 illegal

cabs, 2,000 illegal cabs from down in

Virginia.  That's 4,000 cabs too many.  For

you, sir, saying how this gives us $600

million, that only give us $600 million for

the taxicab service.

            They give $600 million for all the

services they get for the Congress, both

houses of Congress, the White House, and for

our government, not for just stupid, poor,

worthless cab drivers.

            Finally, this guy here, he said he

represents me -- the industry, he drove a cab

for six months from 30 years ago.  He doesn't

know anyone in the industry.  I don't know why

he comes in here to waste anybody's time.  He

has a vote on us.  Thank you.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Archer?  Mr. Lucas, I'm sorry.  Is

Mr. Archer here?

            MR. LUCAS:  No.  My name is
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William Lucas, and I drive Yellow 501.  As to

going back to this study, I was over here when

Mr. Toney first started to get this study

together.

            We started out, it was supposed to

have been the University of Maryland, Howard

University, and George Washington.  Then the

next thing I know it became University of

D.C., Howard University, GW.

            But, anyway, Mr. Toney had a

mandate to put meters in the car, and this is

how this study came about.  It was way before

Senator Levin came up with this thing about --

that gave the Mayor the power to opt out of

it.

            But, anyway, the study was to --

money was put up by the hotel and a restaurant

along with economic development.  In so many

words, he told us that he had a mandate to put

the meters in the cab.  That was what his main

objective was.

            I don't think the study show what
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they were looking for it to show.  I think

that's one reason why it's so long coming out.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you, Mr. Lucas.  Okay.  Forgive me for

that.  Okay.  Are there any further comments

on that?  Quick comments because I'm going to

do one thing, which is to -- before we get

into the panel and some other concerns, I have

--

            MR. YACOB:  My name is Habtamu

Yacob.  I'm driving Independent 370.  I used

to drive in Beirut before 1996 and I'm driving

here the last 11 years.  I prefer those older

system when you put the meter system, drivers

start driving a long way from downtown to

Silver Spring.  They prefer 495 to get more

money.

            It's not a solution to control the

overcharging system.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  Go ahead.

            MR. GOODMAN:  You mentioned that
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the people -- I'm Robert Goodman again, okay? 

You mentioned that people from GW were grad

students.  These people already from D.C.  Do

they live here?

            How are they going to assess what

the meters -- I mean, they don't live here. 

They're non-residents.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

I think you're thinking that they have -- they

were just given data.  It's not that they're

sitting there and making some decisions about

information, so, in essence, the data that was

given to them from, they know the rates,

someone has given them the rates.

            The cab drivers who had the meter

and were using the zone rates provided data. 

You'll see.  It's just an analysis of data. 

I want you to understand this study is not

advocating -- it's not advocating meters or

zones.

            It's not doing either.  It's

essentially grad students being given data and
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say analyze that data.  It doesn't have some

bias because of who is analyzing the data. 

You'll see when this becomes public.

            I'm sorry it is not as yet public

because it does lead you to think it's about

something more than that.  It really isn't. 

Okay.  Thank you.

            Again, I apologize if I'm sort of

veering a little bit into some issues that

came up in our panels for the commissioners

who are here.  One of the issues that has come

up in the past has been the number of taxi

stands, whether we have enough taxi stands.

            If we're going to have legislation

and regulation that essentially gives you

tickets for loitering, we need to look at the

adequacy of the taxi stands we have in the

district.

            So, we did an initial assessment

of taxi stands.  Two or our hack inspectors

pretty much did a preliminary study of how

many and what the capacity of the stands were.
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            Another issue that has come up in

the past has been DDOT traffic signage and

rules that taxi drivers feel do not take into

consideration that taxis as an alternative

form of transportation needs to be encouraged,

streets or lanes that say "Bus Only," which

could just as well also recognize that taxi

drivers need access.

            So, we put that -- all the

information, if you recall -- I think this was

back in July, these issues came up.  A number

of you were here and brought up concerns.  We

put that together in a, I wouldn't call it a

study, but in sort of a preliminary data

collection.

            We want to meet with DDOT and, in

fact, we had expected someone else to attend

the meeting today from DDOT, but we want to

encourage DDOT to also attend our meetings so

that, in essence, because that's one of our

partners, in terms of getting the taxi issues

addressed.
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            So, today we actually have someone

here who probably is a little uncomfortable

because I understand you were really focused

on the taxi stand at RFK.  I don't know if

there's anything you want to say to us today

or any questions anyone wants to ask about the

taxi stand.  No.  Please.

            MR. HARDY:  My name is Derrick

Hardy.  I represent the Traffic Services

Administration of DDOT.  I basically am

responsible for all the traffic regulations

and curbside management in DDOT.

            I primarily work in the Ward 6 and

then with the RFK and the new baseball

stadium, but I can answer questions any

commissioners have on any issues in the city

as far as turn regulations, taxicab stands, or

the bus open lane issue.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.  One of the questions that I have has to

do with the RFK Stadium.  What is the status? 

I'm sorry, RFK stand.  What is the status of
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that?

            MR. HARDY:  The taxicab stand has

been installed on the south side of East

Capitol Street between 19th and 22nd.  That has

been in for about three months now.  It can 

handle about 12 cars.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.

            MR. HARDY:  The only issue is MPD

during games control that area, so if they

want to close that area off, that will be

totally up to MPD and sometimes they do

because of other issues.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  So,

in essence, what the concern was, which is

having the stand on the days when you've got

activity, there's the potential it will be

closed.

            MR. HARDY:  Closed depending on

SOD, Special Operations Division of MPD. 

That's where their mobile command center is. 

So, if they have any issue or situation that
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may happen, they may close that section off. 

            That we can't control because

they're in charge of the event for the stadium

as far as security.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

This seems to not make sense then.  You're

going to be subjected to some questions here.

            MR. HARDY:  Oh, absolutely.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

We'll start with the commissioners.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  My concern

is you can make a stand anywhere.

            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  You've got

to get drivers on the stand.  Or else the

stand is still vacant.  But, what happens if

the stand at the stadium that -- where is it

located?

            MR. HARDY:  It's on East Capitol

Street, which is the service roadway next to

the RFK bus lot.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Okay. 
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Now, if I'm sitting on the stand -- if it's

opened, like you say the police department

might close it, if I'm sitting on the stand

and this driver comes through and somebody

hails him, how are we going to stop that?

            I'm sitting there on the stand

waiting for a job and anybody that comes

through the street is going to be allowed to

pick up.

            MR. HARDY:  Yes.  We just

establish the stand and hopefully we can give

some more public information to the public

that the stand is there, which we'll do, and

work with MPD to see can they direct people to

that site as a stand -- an official stand and

recognize it a little more and prevent them

from closing it off.

            We work with MPD on stadium

operations all the time, so we can do that.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I just see

so many things wrong.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  Looking at
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developing the stand and certainly the

operations of the police are important, the

closings, are they generally like related to

the President coming, the Secretary of State?

            MR. HARDY:  The President coming,

any special event that's coming through the

area that may facilitate they need to close

the area during the game.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  So, when you

set up where the stand is located, did you go

back and look at the first two years'

operation of the stadium to see how often that

had been closed off to know whether is it a

rare situation or was it closed 50 percent of

the time?

            MR. HARDY:  It's only been closed

four times in two years.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  So, when

we're talking about the police closing it,

we're really talking about fairly rare

situations where the President or somebody

else is there and that's no different than the
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Washington Hilton?

            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  If the

President is at the Washington Hilton the taxi

stand is closed.  So, okay.  I think it's

context that's important.

            MR. HARDY:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes, that was very helpful.  Any other -- I'm

sorry.  I probably -- nothing -- okay.

            MR. GOODMAN:  I have one question. 

The bus lane that you all have on 7th Street

where it says "Bus Only", I think she brought

that up.  Did you bring that up?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.

            MR. GOODMAN:  Okay.  We have to

get to the curb to pick up people and drop

people off.  So --

            MR. HARDY:  Well, the bus only

lane -- you can cross the bus only lane to go

to the curb.  The bus only lane, the only
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restriction is from vehicles driving in it

other than the bus.  You can cross it to park. 

You can cross it to pick up.  You can cross it

to come back, but constantly driving in it is

against the regulation.  That's when you'll

get ticketed.

            MR. GOODMAN:  Then you're going to

fight over the passengers, but okay.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  It only

makes sense when a bus only comes down that

lane, what, every ten minutes?

            MR. HARDY:  The Circulator, yes,

about every ten minutes.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  About

every ten minutes, so that lane is sitting

there empty and as congested as this traffic

is in this city, where is the sense of it?

            MR. HARDY:  Well, it was an

overall policy decision to introduce the

Circulator.  That was the decision way above

me as a policy decision with the management of

DDOT to try this new operation.
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  You see

that circle coming down the street with one

person on it, more than likely no more than

three taking up half of our city that we pay

taxes on to accommodate a bus with three

people on it.

            You got three people in a cab and

you've got to sit in this line for half an 

hour to get on 9th Street.

            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  That lane

is open.  There's something about --

            MR. HARDY:  I know citizens have

requested us to re-look at that and we will

re-look at that and try to facilitate, making

that a better transition for people.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  I don't think

it matters whether there's three people on the

bus or 100 people on the bus.  I think that

the issue is is that I support the lane and

actually it's not just buses but bicycles are

also allowed in the lane.
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            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  I ride my

bike most of the time, but I think that the

lane should be used to encourage public

transit, so it should be buses, taxis, and

bicycles.

            So, I don't think private cars

should be in the lane.  I mean, we want to get

rid of congestion.  What is going to be your

process for re-evaluation or looking at how

effective this has been?

            MR. HARDY:  Well, we have three

ways that we get complaints before we re-

evaluate any situation.  One is 727-1000.  Any

citizen, any commissioner can call if they

want us to look at a specific issue.

            Two is a letter written to the

director stating the issue and what you want

us to look at.  Three is just calling the

individual ward team members and asking them,

"I have an issue here.  Could you please look

at this and address it?"
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

think what we'll do, because this has come up,

so we'll follow up and ensure that since this

has been a point of concern for the taxi

drivers, that -- and I have -- you have the

document that I captured it in to get it to

DDOT.

            There are also some other -- I'm

sorry.  I'm going to get to you guys.  Drivers

brought up some other issues about some,  and

I know you probably did studies on these --

and turn where it might say bus only can make

a turn here and whether there has been any

consideration.  It's the same kind of

consideration.

            MR. HARDY:  Well, let me let you

know, those turn restrictions have been in

place for years.  They can't be re-looked at

at any time.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.

            MR. HARDY:  Any location.  The
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list you gave me, I will forward it to the

teams because we're basically ward-based teams

and forward these requests that you had given

me already to the teams to have them re-

evaluate and seeking we had the taxicab

language, because it is on Capitol Hill, so it

can be other places city-wide.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.  Which then I want to say to the

drivers, if you have some concern, I'm sorry

I don't have the copy of the report, but this

was the list you gave in July where you listed

out places where you had concerns, so --

            MR. HARDY:  I've already forwarded

these to the ward teams.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

You've already forwarded them?  If you've got

some other concerns, please let us know. 

Okay?  Maybe what we could do here is at the

end of the meeting where you can capture --

I'll show you what we have listed, and if you

want to add something to that list then you
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just go ahead because we're just going to get

it back to them as well.

            Let me start over here.  I'm

sorry.

            COMMISSIONER BAKER:  We had a

public hearing that was scheduled to start at

11, and I just want to get a sense of those

drivers because based on the agenda I know I

have another commitment, but I wanted to make

sure that we don't have drivers, limousine

drivers who have been waiting and who may need

to leave.

            Is there a way to just get a sense

of whether they're waiting to do public

hearing?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Are

there any limo drivers who have any specific

comments?  Yes.  Thank you so much.  So,

Mr. King, if you don't mind for a minute.

            Let me start over here.  We have

some other issues, so if you've got a quick

question -- quick, quick, quick question --
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yes.

            MR. BUGG:  Good morning.  Okay. 

The quick question is -- my name is John Bugg

again.  The quick question is right here in

this community here, and other places too, it

affects the drivers in this community.

            You can be coming down Morris Road

and when you get down to 16th Street you can

see the house, but you can't make the right

turn.  You've got to go all the way around and

come all the way back and come up the street.

            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            MR. BUGG:  Okay?  Coming down this

hill here -- I mean coming from the Metro up

here down King Avenue, you get a run and you

look and you see the house, but you can't make

the right turn just because -- 

            MR. HARDY:  The way they

configured the street.

            MR. BUGG:  Yes.

            MR. HARDY:  Right.

            MR. BUGG:  So, you've got to go
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all the way around one way or another to get

back to that house.  Now, what, if anything,

can be done about that?

            MR. HARDY:  Well, I know the Great

Streets Program is part of reconfiguring

Martin Luther King and turning the streets

back to the original street grid.  I think

that's part of the process that's going on

now, they're supposed to start sometime this

summer to build.

            So, I can look at that and see

what the street configuration is, and I can

get that back to the Commission and share that

with you and they can forward it to you.

            MR. BUGG:  Thank you, because it's

killing us.

            MR. HARDY:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Price?  Quick.

            MR. PRICE:  For once, I really

agreed with Mr. Baker what he says about the

9th Street, 7th Street, and we realize, we
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thought it was a sham that these restricted

lanes were for Circulator bus, but cabs are

trying to get through those areas and

sometimes when they go to the curb then the

police want to give them tickets for crossing

into that lane.

            The neighborhoods are not only in

this area Ward 8 and 7, but they're also like

in Ward 3, where a radio cab is dispatched and

the job is down the street but the bus only

can come in during those times.  It's a

hassle.

            If you change it to say public

vehicles, that would include buses, taxicabs,

anybody else.  If you have school buses, any

kind of buses can use those lanes.

            MR. HARDY:  Just to let you know

that white pavement markings, which the bus

only lanes are striped in, are permissive. 

You can cross those lanes legally to go to the

curb.

            Only if they were yellow couldn't
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you cross.  So, in our language, in our

legislation, white lanes are permissive.  You

can cross them anytime to go park on the curb,

to go pick up on the curb as long as you don't

continually ride in that lane block per block.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  Go ahead, please.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I have a

concern on, especially in Ward 7 and some

other wards, from 7 to 9 is do not enter.

            MR. HARDY:  Those are rush hour

restrictions.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Rush hour

restrictions?

            MR. HARDY:  Yes.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  But how do

-- and we're getting tickets for this if we go

in there.  If you call the cab and you live in

that area, we go in that area as a cab driver,

we get tickets.

            MR. HARDY:  Well, the thing is,

the community has petitioned for those because
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of the commuter cut through parking.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I  I

understand what they're for.

            MR. HARDY:  Even they all get a

ticket if they disobey that sign, and that's

what we try to make them understand.  You're

restricting our community to yourself during

those hours and other vehicles.

            Yes, you might stop the cut

through traffic, but you might stop the

commerce and stop yourself from being able to

come in as well, so we try to do that on a

very limited basis.  But there are areas out

there that's already -- and we can re-look at

those areas.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Could we

also look at just cab only or public vehicles

only?  Put some kind of -- how are you going

to get a cab?

            MR. HARDY:  Yes, I'll run that

past -- to policy people and see if they can

look at some language to change that.
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Change it

where cabs get on there.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  Mr. King?

            MR. KING:  Yes.  Ted King,

District 546.  I have a question concerning --

it's been a lot of talk about putting a cab

stand up in that Adams Morgan area and

restricting drivers to pick up in a certain

area, wherever that stand is going to be

placed and that if there is drivers -- if you

pick up in any other area you're going to be

ticketed.

            My question is is that I

understood from a business owner, and

thankfully this business owner consumes

alcohol and he was being very boastful the

other night and talking, and that west side of

18th Street --

            MR. HARDY:  Yes.

            MR. KING:  -- that you are talking

about extending that sidewalk ten feet out
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into 18th Street, and the east side of 18th

Street they're talking about extending that

sidewalk out four feet and then getting rid of

that back-in parking and only have parallel

parking.

            What you're doing is they are

talking about there's too much traffic there

now.  If that's done, then it will create a

traffic problem, and I don't see how you're

helping yourselves.

            You're not helping the drivers,

but you will be helping the business owners,

and I think that's something that needs to be

talked about.  I'm glad that he's here so I

can make you aware of that because they're

talking about taking away ten feet of the

sidewalk on 18th Street and extending it out,

taking away a lane.

            Then you're going to do four feet

from the other side and then you're going to

say, "We don't want the cab to be riding up

and down through here because of the traffic."

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

541

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
542

543
544
545
546



92

            Mr. Baker, you are one of those

people that want that cab stand also.  I think

that you need to let the people know what you

all are really planning.  Thank you.

            MR. HARDY:  That was just a

proposal.  It has nothing been set in --

            MR. KING:  I want to find out for

--

            MR. HARDY:  There's nothing been

set in concrete.  Right now the thing about

Adams Morgan is getting the traffic out during

the night-time activities.  Right now Council

Member Graham is proposing to put intersection

control officers on 18th Street and in that

area to move the traffic through on a more

smooth basis, but no permanent configuration

for that has been signed off on yet.

            MR. KING:  Are they going to  have

hearings?

            MR. HARDY:  I think there are

hearings going on now that Council Member

Graham is proposing all these issues with DDOT
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and DPW to work together for some night

intersection control, smooth transition

through Adams Morgan because that's the number

one issue he has with us is Adams Morgan at

night.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

We're going to probably have to get in touch

with Mr. Graham's staff because I don't know

who was aware that he's now having hearings. 

I know he brought the issue up, so I'm not

sure of that.  I don't know if anyone else has

that information.

            MR. HARDY:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  We

didn't.  We haven't had it.  I know you've

expressed the concerns he's expressed to us,

as well, from our last hearing with him, so

we'll be in touch with his staff on that. 

Mr. Lebet?

            MR. LEBET:  My name is Philip

Lebet.  I'm a corporate secretary of Diamond,

and I do drive.  I have a two-part question,
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and I'm finally requesting some information.

            As I understand District law,

police departments are not allowed to alter

traffic signs unilaterally, is that correct?

            MR. HARDY:  Only the District

Department of Transportation can alter

permanent signs.

            MR. LEBET:  Eastbound on

Independence Avenue where it changes to

Pennsylvania Avenue, there's a sign that says

"No Left Turn During Rush Hours Except Buses

and Taxicabs."

            MR. HARDY:  Yes.

            MR. LEBET:  Over the years, the

Capitol Police, because they hate cab drivers,

have duct taped over the Taxicabs or spray

painted it.

            MR. HARDY:  I can have it

replaced, no problem.

            MR. LEBET:  I wish someone from

DDOT would get on the Capitol Police and tell

them to cut it out.
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            MR. HARDY:  I would have to send a

letter to the AOC and the Capitol Police. 

It's more -- they're doing it at the request

of the AOC.

            MR. LEBET:  Okay.

            MR. HARDY:  Architect of the

Capitol for those who don't know what that is.

            MR. LEBET:  Okay.  Then, if

possible on DDOT's website, could we get

contact numbers for the ward coordinators --

            MR. HARDY:  Sure.

            MR. LEBET:  Because I live in

Ward 5, and some of the people in my

neighborhood have expressed concerns about

taxi stands, and I know you have to get in

touch with ward parking coordinators.  I don't

know how to get in touch with mine.  I'm in

Ward 5.

            MR. HARDY:  Well, we generally --

the point of contact for any action you need

is the ward planners.

            MR. LEBET:  Okay.
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            MR. HARDY:  If you contact the

ward planners they will get the parking person

involved and have them directly contact you.

            MR. LEBET:  Okay.

            MR. HARDY:  We like to centralize

everything through the planners so we keep

track of all the projects and everything

that's going on.

            MR. LEBET:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Can

I just add that one of our concerns is that

our regulations actually say that the

Commission is to advise our transportation

department about the need.  Essentially the

Commission has felt that it should be

involved, so if there are any decisions about

taxi stands, whether it's to put them up or to

take them down, that's part of our concern.

            We want to work with DDOT to be

aware of this because that was the other

concern that was expressed that a number of

stands were removed and who asked that they be
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removed and what was the process and is it

just the hotel that makes that request or DDOT

just making a decision that it's a traffic

control issue that you're addressing.

            MR. HARDY:  Well, any request for

a taxi stand has to be initiated by a notice

of intent.  A notice of intent gives 30 days

notice to the public, to the ANC.  If anybody

want to comment positively on that on that

action, I will cc you on all of those from

then on.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  We'll make sure if it's 30 days -- well,

some way to ensure --

            MR. HARDY:  For 30 business days.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thirty business -- okay.  That will work.  We

can get it out to the public as well so that

they're aware of the industry.  Any other

comments?  Any other questions?

            Thank you so much.  Hopefully, we

can possibly get you there every month to keep
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us updated, and I will certainly be back in

touch.

            MR. HARDY:  All right.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  I just want to talk about one

major issue that has come up.  We got a

petition for a gasoline surcharge, and the

Commission -- that petition was given to our

panel on rates and rules.

            I'm going a little bit into the

panel reports, and -- okay.  Remind me which

area I have covered.  What has come up when

the panel got that request, one of the things

we've been doing since `04, every Monday we

actually monitor and record what the average

price of gasoline is in the district.

            You might recall last fall there

was a similar request for a gasoline

surcharge.  The panel again looked to see what

gasoline prices -- where they were when the

Commission decided to do a fare increase last.

            As you may know, we had a
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surcharge in May `05.  We had a surcharge in

September, and the Commission moved up the

fare -- the rate increase, which was scheduled

for April to January to ensure that the

September surcharge was rolled into the fare

increase.

            Yes, I do know that what occurred

was that in Zone 1, where it had been $7.50 --

$7.00, we dropped -- it was dropped to $6.50. 

One of the patterns that we see occurring is

with gasoline surcharges.

            Just about the moment when you're

feeling we need to do something, the rates

start to turn down.  The impact on the

customers becomes very negative.  You

understand.  It's sort of like you got this

increase, so that's one of the reasons for

monitoring.

            When the panel met, the gasoline

prices were below the amount that it was when

we did a fare increase.  Since then, since it

seems to be going up every day, it's gone
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above that amount.

            So, in essence, we made a decision

-- the panel made a decision based on where it

was when the panel met.  Now, this morning I'm

listening to the news and I hear the

Department of Energy reporting saying gasoline

prices are going down.

            Today.  No, no, no, you're not

seeing it at the pump.  No, no, no.  The

Department of Energy.  You're not seeing it at

the pump.  At the pump you're still seeing it

going up.

            But, this morning I'm listening

and now we -- so, one of the concerns the

Commission always has is how do you predict

out?  The surcharges go 120 days.  How do you

predict out that you're in an upward spiral

for the period after?

            What I suspect the surcharges have

done in the past is just kind of try to

capture what has happened in the past trying

to give some relief to the drivers.  It's not
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really trying to say it's really going up, but

at the same time, I do warn you that that's a

concern when the public sees you placing a

surcharge when it starts to go down.

            They say up one day, down the next

day.  I've heard this down thing before too,

as well, so I understand that they're having

a hard time with it.

            Given that the panel made that

decision -- when was the meeting?

            The 27th.  Because at that time the

rates were below the numbers that we had used

in the past.  What I would recommend today is

that we will meet again -- the panel will be

meeting again on the 18th and we'll once again

look at the issue.

            Normally, I do recognize what

you're saying, Mr. King, that, in essence, in

the summer months there is -- this is one of

the times when we're now seeing it happening

before the summer, so I would once again -- or

the Commission will once again -- the panel --
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will once again look at this issue.

            I would also say that the

Commission probably wants to also just look at

rates period.  This surcharge issue is very

difficult for us, so this is what I'm

recommending at this point, but I wanted to

tell Mr. Bugg that it went to the panel and

the panel said, "Yes, we are still

monitoring."

            I'm going to let the commissioners

add their comments in case I'm not capturing

something quite accurately, so before you --

I know you have a comment, Carolyn. 

Mrs. Travis?

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  I just want

to say when we looked at it a couple weeks

ago, I think the cost of gas, regular gas was

about $2.67 or something like that.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Two

sixty-one.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Right.  It

has gone up now, I think, to about $2.87 and
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$2.89 in some areas.  I have no problem to

adding on a dollar surcharge because I know

someone has said once -- one of the

commissioners said, "Well, that's the cost of

doing business."

            Well, that may be true, but I know

all of the 40-some years that I worked I was

looking for my cost of living raise or my step

increase every year, and right now we look at

the rate increase every two years, but things

happen in between time.  So, I have no

problems at this point saying with the gas

rates now it's not going to go down.

            Usually during the summer it stays

up.  So, I just want to go on record that

based on what I said on the 27th when it was

$2.61, I said, "Well, no, we could wait,"

based on what it is now, I have no problems. 

I want to go on record with that.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thanks so much, Ms. Travis.  Mr. Tapscott?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Yes.  The
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regulation said we must look at rate increase

every two years.  It does not limit us, the

way I read it, to do it before the two years. 

            The way the gas is going up, maybe

we need to do a rate structure overall if we

can do it by law because not only gas is going

up.  Everything affiliated with an automobile

is going up and that's where we have our

expense in our automobiles.

            So, rather than wait for two year

to look at the study, let's look and see if we

can't look at it overall and see if it needs

a rate increase across the board rather than

giving you something today and taking it away

from you tomorrow.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thanks, Mr. Tapscott.  Commissioner?  Let's

start -- thank you.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Carolyn Robinson,

Yellow Cab 800.  I just have a couple of

questions.  One, the panel on rates and rules,

it was my understanding that when the panel
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was selected that they were going to have some

industry, besides Mr. Tapscott.  I don't know 

if Pahwa's on rates and rules.  He's not here

right now.  Yes, he is.

            COMMISSIONER PAHWA:  I'm not on

it.

            MS. ROBINSON:  He's not on rates

and rules --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

not Mr. Tapscott.  Mr. Pahwa and Mr.

Heinemann.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Okay.  Pahwa and

Heinemann are on the panel of rates and rules. 

I thought that they were going to have some

other driver input, and I have a question

about emergency -- I think they have some type

of emergency -- I'm not going to use the

correct word.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Let

me -- probably what you're referring to is the

rates are essentially rulemaking.  You have

the ability to emergency rulemaking if that's
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what you're --

            MS. ROBINSON:  Yes, that's what I

-- yes, an emergency rulemaking in regards to

the gas, and I will also say I didn't have to

bring my papers with me in regards to when we

had an increase or with the surcharges, but it

should be some type of mechanism that will

assist the drivers -- I mean, having a rate

increase like a year ago and the gas is

changed -- I mean, the national average you're

saying is down maybe 12 cents from what it was

a year ago, but we didn't have a gas surcharge

a year ago.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

It's not a year ago.  The gas surcharge was in

September, September 9, 2005.

            MS. ROBINSON:  That's correct.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

rate increase -- I'm now talking about the

rate increase -- took effect in January `06. 

What it did was it was scheduled for a rate

increase in April and the Commission was
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trying to move away from the surcharge

business where the rates are going up but 120

days and they drop back down.

            What they did was they rolled in

that surcharge from September 9 into the

January 9, 2006 rate increase, and so what the

panel was doing was monitoring what the rate

was then relative to what the price -- I'm

sorry, the price was then relative to the

price now.

            So, when they met on March 27, it

was below that price because what is happening

is, and I'm not saying that you guys have to

keep up with it.  We're charting it and it

goes up, goes down, and goes up and this time

it has gone up kind of steeply over the last -

- in October 2006 the figure we have -- and we

get this -- like, this is AAA we go to get the

average.

            We recognize that your gas prices

may be different, your real prices.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Higher than the
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national average.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes, but, in essence, we're using it just to

gauge.  It was $2.34.  So, what's happening is

it's up, down, up, down in that period of

time.  I think what Mrs. Travis is saying is

we're going to take another look now because

it just stayed up.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Well, I just want

to make a comment in regards to the fare

increase.  When the panel met originally, I

thought it was supposed to be --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Hold on a second.  Mr. Barker -- Mr. Barnes,

I'm sorry.

            MS. ROBINSON:  It originally

started out --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Sir?  Excuse me.  I'm sorry.  One second. 

Gentleman, help me with this.  We have a real

problem with our transcript when folks are

talking over the other so, just bear with me
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here for a minute.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Yes, I was just

going to interject that originally when the

rate increase was supposed to have been

substantiated, it was like 18 percent, then it

dropped down to 12 or something across the

board.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No. 

The rate increase, depending on the zone,

varied from 10 percent to 18 percent, and I

actually had spent some time calculating it

out.

            In Zone 1 would be where it's

10 percent and then it --

            MS. ROBINSON:  In Zone 8 it would

be 18 percent.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

don't have an exact amount, but it varied

between 10 percent and 18.

            MS. ROBINSON:  So, we have to wait

for another month for you to look at --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 
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Yes.

            MS. ROBINSON:  -- get driver

input?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  By

the way, you are welcome to come to the

meetings.

            MS. ROBINSON:  We don't know when

the meeting is.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

just handed out -- you have it now.  

            MS. ROBINSON:  For the rates and

rules committee?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  Mr. Bugg, one second.  I know it that

was your petition, but people who have put

their hands up, I've got to invite them too. 

Gentleman?  Sir?  Oh, I'm sorry.

            Please come on up.  Please come on

up.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Before he

starts, I just want to make one correction

that we weren't really rolling the surcharge
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into the rate increase that we wanted to make

sure that when the surcharge ended that the

rate increase would start.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.

            MR. BARNES:  My name is Barnes,

James.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I'm

sorry.  Just sign your name in.

            MR. BARNES:  James Barnes, and

I've been driving a cab for 52 years.  We have

a new mayor, which stated that he stopped the

meters from going into the cabs and that he

had a system that he's going to bring on that

is going to supplement the zone system because

the zone system if ready going to -- still the

same.

            You ride 3C to 14th and H, two

zones.  Rush hour, you get a dollar.  This has

been going on.  When I first started driving

a cab, the zones were 30 cents for one.  For

two people it was 50 cents.  So, I've gone
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along as you noticed.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Which is a wonderful thing.

            MR. BARNES:  Yes, I agree.  But

the mayor has proposed his change and nothing

has been heard from him since.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

take it you're asking me whether that has been

communicated to me, that that's -- no, it has

not.  It has not.

            MR. BARNES:  The mayor said he was

going to study the program himself to cut up

the zones and make them more favorable.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

That hasn't been communicated to me.  I will

inquire.

            MR. BARNES:  I appreciate it.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so very much.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Where did

you see that the mayor made a study?  I never

heard of this.
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            MR. BARNES:  It was in the

newspaper.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Let me

finish the question.  That he's going to make

a study to cut the zones.  I've never heard of

that before.  Has anyone else heard of that?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

he said cut up the zones.  In other words,

reconfigure it.

            MR. BARNES:  Let me explain

something.  This President has signed off on

the District of Columbia meters being

installed.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I'm aware

of that.  Yes, sir.

            MR. BARNES:  When Fenty became

mayor, he withdrew it.  Yes, he withdrew it,

but the President has signed off to put meters

in the cab.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Sir,

you're a little confused.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,
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actually, I think we're mixing up a few

things.  The zone map doesn't change the

zones.  It's the same zones.  I think people

have gotten the impression that all the zone

map was attempting to do, if that's what

you're referring to, was re-orient it.

            You know how the map is a flat

map?  Yes.  He's re-orient it north/south. 

That's pretty much all that map does.

            MR. BARNES:  That's all that

amounts to?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

That's all it amounts to.  Yes.  So, I'm

sorry.  He's not trying to reconfigure the

zones.  I think you may have said something

about the meters?

            MR. BARNES:  The meters.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  No, that hasn't been, I don't know what

that --

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I don't

know where the mayor is on meters.  I've never

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

679

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
680

681
682
683
684



115

heard --

            MR. BARNES:  Not the mayor.  It

was the -- Congress.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Oh,

oh, oh.  Congress.

            MR. BARNES:  Congress hasn't

decided.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Prior to that.  Yes.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  In

October, Levin from the Senate attached a bill

to the appropriation bill that went to the

President and the President signed off which

says that you must put meters in cabs to be

done in one year unless the mayor opts out.

            And I don't know whether you know

any different, the mayor has not spoke on any

kind of --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Right.  Right.

            MR. BARNES:  So, what the

president has proposed, that means --
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  He has

until October to act on it.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Let's say September 30.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  Is it

September the 30th?  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so much.  We've got Mr. Price, we're

going to come to you and Mr. Bugg after, you

have a comment on this issue?  Yes, please. 

Do sign in.

            MR. ADEN:  I was just following up

the question of the decision of the mayor. 

When the mayor --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

State your name.

            MR. ADEN:  My name's Abduzach Ali. 

If the mayor decides, will that give us a

chance like one year or it would be like an

immediate effect?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No. 

I'm pretty sure, I'm pretty sure there would
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be a time to -- if, for example, the mayor

decided that we should have meters, obviously

they would have to be some time built in for

that to --

            MR. ADEN:  Yes, but then you look

at the senator and what they are asking the

Congress is to do it in one year.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.

            MR. ADEN:  So since he didn't

spoke and he speaks -- probably speaks at the

end of the year --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

But, I would interpret that to say if the

mayor decides to go along, I understand the

point you're making, and it's a good point,

that, in essence, you would need time to

implement it.

            So, I would interpret that as

doable under the mandate.  Thank you.

            MR. GOODMAN:  Quick question. 

Robert Goodman again.  Quick question.  How
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does that meter thing affect independent

drivers?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  All

taxi drivers it applies --

            MR. GOODMAN:  That's what I'm

saying.  But, see, like I said, like the other

guy was saying, if they put meters in the cabs

it would be contingent or put it this way,

it'll be answerable to the owner of the cab

company.  What about the independent?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

it would be applicable to all taxicabs.

            MR. GOODMAN:  I understand, but

who regulates our meters?  The independent

meters go in independent cabs?  Now, the cab

company is going to regulate the meters for

the company cabs, while people driving under

that company umbrella --

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  All meters

will be the same rate.  They use the same

price as independent --

            MR. GOODMAN:  I understand that. 
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But I just want to know who, okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Price and then Mr. Bugg and then we're

going to have to, one second, Mr. King.  We're

going to have to go to this hearing and get

this out of the way okay?  Officially.  Okay?

            MR. PRICE:  My name is Nathan

Price.  What I would like to say is that

basically we need to move perhaps a meeting to

an emergency rulemaking on this gasoline thing

and then maybe we'll roll immediately into the

fare stabilization, because I was part of that

group that dealt with what happened last time,

so I think it's imperative right now with the

conditions of gasoline that we move into it

because to put it off and I understand you put

a fare increase in, it's like putting snow

emergency in.

            Then all of the sudden it stops

snowing and some drivers are screwed because

they still charge.  The idea is that

conditions like Mr. Tapscott was saying it's
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not only gasoline, everything.  The price of

oil, labor, everything dealing with taxicab is

constantly going up.

            We are not looking at it in the

terms of an overall thing.  All we looking at

it is what we see in the paper as far as

gasoline.  So, I'd rather do with the

emergency rulemaking and then move directly

into the fare increase proposal.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you so much, Mr. Price.  Mr. Bugg, and

this is actually the last comment.  I started

with Mr. Bugg because it was his petition.  I

just, because we must do this hearing on --

and I know that will be brief regardless, but

--

            MR. BUGG:  Yes, this is going to

be brief.  John Bugg again, and you were

saying something to the effect that you want

to go into some type of a permanent thing

sooner or later about this increase, this fare

increase.
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            But, right now I don't know

whether this panel will understand, this

commission will understand, that we are in

business, a profit and loss business.

            You can look at it like a great

big pie.  You keep slicing off and slicing

off.  It then got to the place now that you

don't have anything to slice.  So, now we've

got to suffer.  We have to suffer the los of

business and somebody made the statement

because I heard, Ms. Travis said the cost of

doing business.

            That's not the cost of doing

business.  That's the cost of going out of

business.  We can't afford to wait.  The last

two petitions, I've put them in and I pat

myself on the back, but I put them in with a

stipulation, and the stipulation was these --

this gasoline surcharge was based on a

completion of a study.

            I think it was 120 days or

something like that.  I put two of them in and
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both of them said the same identical thing. 

Now, with this late day we're setting down

here and you can't do this business because

this commission is not allowing us to do this

business.

            All right.  In October I bought an

automobile from Stafford Lincoln-Mercury and

it cost me $21,000.  Now, I should be able to

recoup some of this money some kind of way.

            Now, as far as somebody just

setting down saying, "Well, I don't know.  I

want to take a look," you've been here all

this time.  You watch this gasoline go up

along with -- now, we go to grocery stores

too.  You understand?

            And for somebody to come in here

and tell us what type of gasoline to put in

our cars, the gasoline I just bought this

morning was $3.09 a gallon, and I cannot use

that other stuff.

            When you put that in your car your

car don't perform right.  Now, one thing that
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I'd like for this commission to understand, if

we've got to take further measures to have

this commission to do what they're supposed to

do, stabilize this industry.  We will.  Thank

you, ma'am.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Bugg.  This is the end

of the Commission meeting.  I'm sorry. 

Mr. Tapscott.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  No, I have

a question to ask you once you're finished.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Actually, let me actually ask Marceline.  Was

there something else I needed to talk about?

            I do have one announcement.  I'll

hold off on that.  We have the passenger

rights document that you currently have in

your vehicle, you understand it just, it has

Mayor Williams' name on it, and we have

updated that document.

            It doesn't have anything that's

not in your rulemaking, so it's not a change
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in terms of something being on it  that you're

not already required to comply with, but we

need to get that document changed to reflect

the current administration.

            We will hopefully get a chance -

#so, we will certainly let you know and get

that to you as well so that you can take a

look at it.  You shouldn't be.  You shouldn't

be.

            I know there's some people in the

industry get very concerned about, but there

really is nothing on it other than ensuring

that it's updated.  Whatever is there is

what's in the regulations.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I think

most of the licenses have Mayor Williams' name

on it too, right?  My license have Mayor

Williams.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

That issue came up last meeting, and what we

did was -- the licenses actually didn't have

the mayor.  It had the --
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            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  No. 

Mr. Williams.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  It

had Mr. Williams on it, and so, in essence,

what we've done is we've said we seem to have

more changes in the chairperson than we have

certainly in terms of the mayor, so going

forward we've asked the mayor's office to give

us the authority to put his signature on it

because it's fairly expensive.

            It's a preprinted form for your

face and it costs us a lot of money, and I

think that's why they continue to use the one

with -- because it doesn't affect the

validity.  It does not, even though I know

someone here said, "Oh, this is illegal."

            I bet you someone came and tried

to tell you it's illegal.  You'll be saying,

"No, it's not."  It doesn't affect the

validity, but, it makes sense.  I mean, it's

just not good.  It doesn't appear that we are

doing what we should when it's not updated. 
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So, we're in the process of doing that.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  While we

are looking at the taxicab, it has to be

changed so bad to somebody's name on it when

our money don't change.  Our money stays.  We

got money circulating over here with

everybody's name on it.  I just wanted to

bring that up.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  All

right, Mr. Tapscott.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  But my

other question to you, Chairman, is you made

a statement that two hack inspectors has

looked at the signs and the stands.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Stands.  No, not the signs.  Just the stands.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I mean the

stands.  Okay.  Well, that was a committee. 

I'd like to know what happened to committee. 

I think Mr. Price was on that committee, and

I was on that committee.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 
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Well, you've been a commissioner longer than

I have, Mr. Tapscott.  What happened to it? 

If the question is should we, in fact, get a

committee together to begin to look at that,

because that was --

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  I wonder

whether that's a hack inspector's job to

decide what stands we as cab drivers or even

to recommend to us --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

no.  Mr. Tapscott, I think you misunderstood. 

The hack inspector is only saying there is a

taxi stand here at this location, and it

accommodates these many vehicles.

            It's essentially getting some idea

of how many taxi stands we have.  They're not

recommending stands.  They're not involved in

the process at all at this point.  It's just

a survey of, they're out there doing

enforcement.

            Is there a stand located in this

location and how many taxicabs does it
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accommodate?  So, it's not a recommendation

from the hack inspectors.  It's just a survey

of how many stands we have.

            I'd really like to move to address

this one issue for the record so that we can,

in essence, move on.  This is the manifest for

limousine operators.  Marceline?

            MS. ALEXANDER:  We're moving to

the public hearing?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Yes.  So everyone will understand, we're

moving to the public hearing phase of our

meeting.  We're closing the public portion.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  We're now at the

public hearing phase of this meeting.  The

Commission proposed a rulemaking, which was

printed in the D.C. register on March 16,

2007, and approved by the Commission on March

2006, which will require every operator a

limousine to maintain an itinerary, trip

ticket, work order log sheet, or electronic

device that contains a daily log of all trips
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engaged in during the operation of the

vehicle.

            Limousine drivers are also

required to transfer information from an

electronic device or cellular telephone which

it was retrieved to a written or printed

format, which shall be considered a manifest.

            The format shall consist of an

itinerary, trip ticket, work order, log sheet,

and it shall maintain, but not be limited to,

the date, time of pickup, address or location

of the pickup, final destination and time of

change.  This is the proposed rulemaking.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.  It sounded a little bit more

complicated than it is, and I just wanted to

share with you that this rulemaking has been

out there.  It's due to, I think, an error on

our part, our being at the time Office of the

Attorney General.

            As you might see from your

records, it was proposed in 2006, yes.  So,
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it's an old rulemaking, but we need to go

through the formality and get it adopted and

so are there any comments from anyone on this

rulemaking?

            It's going to final now.  It's

been out there.  It's proposed.  One second. 

Is there a --

            MS. ROBINSON:  I just had a

question.  I just had a quick question. 

Carolyn Robinson, Yellow Cab 800.  I thought

that was included with the list of all the

other rulemakings, that one wasn't?

            Because I looked at one that

Kimberly had done just before I left and I

meant to bring it that had listed all the --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  It

probably appeared.  Our rulemaking goes

through so many stages that it probably

appeared on something that you saw at one

time.

            MS. ROBINSON:  I thought it was

only published --
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  As

proposed.

            MS. ROBINSON:  That one wasn't?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  As

proposed.

            MS. ROBINSON:  Okay.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  As

proposed.  Remember, it goes through that

phase where you would have been at one meeting

in the past where it came up where the

Commission makes that decision.

            Then it goes to proposed.  Then it

has to be published for public hearing, so it

got proposed.  You probably saw  it on

something in March.  I started in June, so it

probably appeared on something then got

dropped.

            She sent it on and something

happened and so it wasn't on another chart, so

we're just cleaning up and making sure we get

all these things.

            MS. ROBINSON:  I have a personal
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comment, but I'll just say it to Mr. Carter

personally.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.  Thank you.  Mr. Price?

            MR. PRICE:  I have a quick

comment.  This rulemaking is a little bit

late.  One of the things, over a year, I have

begged this commission to look at what's

happening up at 4000 Nebraska and on Nebraska

where limousines are practically blocking the

entrances of these two buildings.

            I don't think they're even

licensed.  They are private cars.  We've been

complaining about the normal activity at the

Madison Hotel, a couple places on N Street,

1700 block of N Street.

            MS. ALEXANDER:  M or N?

            MR. PRICE:  N.  N as in Nelly. 

It's a one-way street between 18th and 17th,

but I'm not trying to put an imposition on the

district limousine business, but what is

happening is that limo drivers are coming in
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from all over and they are working as

taxicabs.

            Here lately when you have a lot of

drivers who get a limo license because they

can't get a hack license at the particular

time, they take that and they give them a

sedan and they're out there working.  We have

district limo tags.

            They're working as taxicabs.  For

example, at 4000 Nebraska, they charge people

$25 from there to downtown.  Well, actually,

not even downtown.  A lot of people up there -

- they work for -- there's Fannie Mae.  They

charge them $25 and it's only $8.80 or 90 in

the rush hour.

            We felt it's giving a black eye to

our limo industry as well, and it's cutting

our taxi industry into ribbons.  Thank you.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you, Mr. Price.  If there are no other

comments and what I neglected to do when our

meeting was open if someone had a comment on
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some other issue, but I hope I captured

everybody's comments and if there are no other

comments from anyone, I'd like to close down

the public hearing.

            MR. PARKER:  I have one.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I'm

sorry.  Please.

            MR. PARKER:  My name is Al 

Parker, and I drive Washingtonian Number 24,

and I have a question about the license.  When

I started driving cabs in 1962, I paid $5, and

today I'm paying, or last year I paid to renew

$192.

            So, is this commensurate with

other licenses in town, in the city?  People

doing business in the city?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  You

said you drive a limo?

            MR. PARKER:  No, I drive a taxi.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  A

taxi?

            MR. PARKER:  Yes, a taxi.
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  Is

it commensurate?

            MR. PARKER:  Yes.  License.  The

fee has gone up so much from $5 to $192.  How

do you justify that?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  I

would actually say that the fee has actually

been fairly stagnant.  You've been driving for

how long?

            MR. PARKER:  Sixty-two.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  So,

in 43 years -- 45 years it's only gone to that

level?  We've had a $50 assessment that's

included in your fee, so when you come for

renewal, a hundred dollars is the assessment. 

I don't want to stress it too much, but that's

what it is.

            So, your license has stayed at $46

from your $5.  Probably somewhere along the

line there, probably in the `90s, the

assessment fund, the $50, was placed on

taxicab operators, but the true portion of the
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license is actually $46 per year.

            So, the $92 on your $192 for your

two-year renewal, that's actually the license

portion.  Now, the truth is, it doesn't matter

where we place it.  It's still $192 to you.

            You know, I guess what I'd ask of

you is what else are you facing out there that

you haven't seen some significant increase in

45 years?

            MR. PARKER:  The driver's license. 

The driver's license hasn't gone up

commensurate to the hacker's license and my

driver's license -- it hasn't --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Forty-five years ago, I know what I was paying

to go to the movies.  A quarter or 29 cents. 

All I'm saying is look around and you're

asking a true question about other licenses.

            The truth is --

            MR. PARKER:  To do business in the

city, are other licenses gone up commensurate

--
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            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  The

city balances licenses against something such

as our tax payment, for example.  Surcharges

on your utilities, for example, look at your

utility costs relative to when you started off

because we're talking about coming from the

same pool in terms of the oil.  Look at those

issues.

            I haven't done a detail study of

all the licenses in the district.  I'm

licensed as an attorney, and when I started

off -- Mr. Price has this look like, "Oh?  Is

she really?"

            But, the truth is, when I started

off, that fee was probably $30.  It's now

$180.  One eighty a year.  A year for my

license.  The city has, the Court of Appeals

has something to do with it and the bar

association, but just take a look around, I

think, at your costs in terms of some things.

            MR. PARKER:  Right.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  We don't
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set the fees on license anyway here.  That's 

set by the mayor, isn't it?  We don't have

nothing to do with the licensing.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Mr. Tapscott, is pointing out that the

parameters of your license fee are set by the

council.

            So, in our legislation, it has --

this is in, for those who are interested, it's

in -- Title 47 is the legislation that has all

your general license fees.  So, the council

says your fees shall not be for the license,

not less than, I think it says, $35 and not

more than $100.

            So, they give you the authority,

you the commission, to operate within that

context, but what I suspect, there was several

years ago when the district was essentially

facing some issues financially, they raised it

by three percent across the board, all

licenses.

            The council, the office of the
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chief financial officer listed out all the

various licenses because I guess that's when

it went from 30-something to 40-something or

whatever that lost.  I'm sorry?

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  In seven

years we have never raised licenses and they

have been raised by the mayor.  All license

about three years ago --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

That's what I was just referring to,

Mr. Tapscott.

            COMMISSIONER TAPSCOTT:  The mayor

recommends to the council.  The council votes

on it, but all I'm saying we as commissioners

don't have anything to do with the fees.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  No,

I'm actually trying to correct that

impression.  The Commission has the authority,

what the council does is it gives you -- in

some instances the council has set it.

            Most agencies don't set license

fees.  The council says that's the license
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fees, and that's what shows up in the law at

47 D.C. Code.  What it says, and I actually

wish I had my binder here with me, what it

actually says is the Commission may not charge

less than -- it's either 25 or 35 and no more

than a hundred.

            So, what they're doing is they're

giving the Commission the authority to operate

within that scope.  That's what the law says,

so the commission, if you wanted to charge

more than a hundred for the license, the

council would have to change the authority

that they gave us.  That's how it reads. 

Please.

            I would really like, hopefully,

this to be the last comment.  Thank you.

            MS. BATTLE:  I'm Daisy Battle.  I

drive Yellow Cab 920.  As I recall, our dues

was increased from $70 to $170 when Mayor

Sharon Pratt Kelly became --

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Your dues?
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            MS. BATTLE:  Yes.  We were paying

$70 for our license.  She increased our dues

$100, but she was going to do the study for

the meter, and that's how we end up paying

$170 and from that it never came down.

            It was supposed to come down.  We

were supposed to receive some type of

insurance that we never got.  So, that's what

happened to our money.  That's how we arrived

at this price that we're paying now.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Okay.  Thanks so very much.  With that

comment, thank you so very much for coming out 

and thanks for your comments.  Do feel free to

attend the meetings, the other meetings.

            We have the public meetings, the

panels.  They are public meetings and I don't

want people to start thinking that they don't

have an opportunity to be there if they -- I'd

like to close the meeting.

            If you've got a question of me,

I'll -- it's -- is it for the commission?  For
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me specifically?  For the commission?  This is

the last.

            MR. REDDY:  My name is Cleo Reddy. 

I drive am Allied cab and a member of the D.C.

Commission of Taxicab Drivers.  There will be

a march on D.C. voting rights on 16th of --

this coming Sunday.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you.

            MR. REDDY:  So, they just ask us

support them by putting this sticker on our

bumper or the windows and the D.C. Taxicab

Commission is not allowing them to put any

stickers on the cabs.

            So, do you have any suggestion to

give us?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

It's a commission decision.  We do not have a

quorum.  Okay.  This place operates very much

by the book.

            MR. REDDY:  It's only for one day. 

It's only for one day.  If we get a ticket,
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are you going to -- 

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON:  We

do not have a quorum right now.  Mr. Reddy, we

don't have a quorum right now.  Okay?  We're

out of that portion of the meeting.  I'm sorry

you got here late.

            Okay.  You can certainly ask

people to put it on their private vehicles. 

You're welcome to leave a stack there and if

people choose to, we're not encouraging anyone

to put it on the taxicab however.

            I'm sorry.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  Before we

adjourn, could I make a statement?

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Sure, Mrs. Travis.

            COMMISSIONER TRAVIS:  I just want

to say I think some of you know that actually

as of May 4 of `06, I had completed my time

with the Commission and I'm here to the

replacement comes in.

            Now, I don't know whether it's
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been listed when my replacement will be

confirmed or is sworn in, but anytime between

meetings I can get notification that my

successor has been confirmed and I'm being

replaced.

            You may not see me at the next

meeting.  So, I just want to say to you all

that I have truly felt rewarded serving my

city and serving the industry and trying to do

the best job that I know how to do and so

there is one month that you just may not see

me, so I wanted to let you all know that, that

I've truly done the best that I could do in

trying to carry out my responsibility as a

commissioner.

            I just wanted to throw that out.

            INTERIM CHAIRPERSON THOMPSON: 

Thank you for your service.  Okay.  Hopefully,

we will certainly be able to keep you updated

and to recognize Mrs. Travis in a little bit

more formal way.  So, as far as I know, the

new commissioners have not been scheduled for
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approval as yet.

            So, Mrs. Travis, you may be around

a little longer than you think.  Okay?  And

Mr. Tapscott.

            So, on that, thank you so very

much again.  The meeting is adjourned.

                      (Whereupon, the above-

                      entitled matter was

                      concluded at 12:26 p.m.)
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